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wrtiTTis. the sunb.w nnrunuc.
Doctor VVelr Jlitchell has been "aboru-!"5- "

the porvonjlitv of so ovnlted a par-
sonage as Gcorsc WaRhlncto-- . He

the rather of Our Countrj In his
o'd ose at Mount Vernon recording with
his own pen the story of his "jouthful
life and Influences that affectel it for Rood
or ill."

It will flrt appear as a serial in the
Century. "The author has to fully en-

tered Into the habit of mind of 'Washing-
ton." s his publisher, "that it is impos-
sible for the ordinarj reader to.3"pirate
In the text the passages taken from his
actual virltinEs from thosewhlch Doctor
Mitchell imasine"! h:m to writr."

Were another than one of Doctor Mitch-
ell's standing to attempt uch a radical
form of interpretation (biography", is it?)
his effort would be greeted with ridicule.
It may be assumed, though whether or
not Doctor Mitchell ha approslmateJ
WahinKton's habit of mind, that he will
produce a work of Interest and merit.

Hall Caine. we 'all know well too well,
many think. Hall Caine. the bet aoer-tlse- d

man who ever put pel to paper, ha
the distinction of belns considered in many
quarters what is jrraphlcallj termed a
"faNc alarm." As to the correctness of
such a Judpment. we are not at this par-
ticular moment concerned.

The point Is that Mr. Caine his Rone to
Iceland, there to make studies for hl next
noiel, the plot of which will lie jiartlj
there and partly In London. We are lit-
tle anxious to know whether Mr. Caine.
follow lnp In nhe line of "Tho Manxman,"
will call his new book, "The Iceman."

W. D. Howell recentl wrot In Har-
per's: "The dollar and a half rovel of to-
day was the dime novel of j esterday in

an avatar which left It essence

le- - sincerely and forcibly written, and it
ceul- not be .o quickly worn out and
thrown away. Its beauty of paper, print
and bladins cfto 'it a claim to regard
which could not be Ignored, and estab-
lished for It a sort of risht to He upon
the table, and then stand upon the 6helf,
wh-r- it cmed to relate itself to genu-
ine literature and to be of the same race
and lmeaqe."

Prtmler Balfour K of course, no end of
a pcrsonace. It seems that he has liter-
ary instincts besides a feellns for cash
for he charged a round figure for his re-

cent fiscal pamphlet. As an official docu
ment, it would be supposed that distribu-
tion and not receipts was the aim. It ap-
peared. honcer, under pretentious
coxer and the newspapers were limited u
to the length of verbatim quotations.

American statesmen and politicians
not so particular. Imagine Mr. Harry
Hawes for instance making J1S.O0O out OI
his speech, the amount which Balfour Is
credited with haing realized. Over here,
our orator and debaters upon fiscal and
other questions, not only fcive away their
written sentiments, but pay good hard
money to distribute them broadcast.

"E cry-m- an hi own reIewer" Is an
Hra mi hr.iml new. but ncicrtheless new.
In the litcrar world. Andrew Lang has
exploited thf nation'ablj and well. Mem-cr- y

ho It that the Paris Figaro originat-
ed tl.e proposal and, Induced operatic tr-

to write their opinions of their
own work.

The Bookmin of this month prints, not
exaetls authors' re!ews, but a lew au-

thors' opinions of reWewers. which ap-

proaches the same end. Thee sentiments
are not without Interfsts. Excerpts fol-

low:
Thoma DlTon. speaking of Ms latest

now!. "The One Wo-nan-

"The purpose of my lat novel wa to
strike radical Socialism a! deadly a blow
as I cou'd possibly g'-v-e in a story of

passions which would appeal di-

rectly and powerfully to the mind of 4he
aerage reader. Yet a reviewer in a city
which claims to be one of the literary cen-

ters of America attacked the book furi-

ously because of its advocacy of Socialistic
doctrires! When a distinguished citizen
replied expressing his amazement at such
an assertion, the reviewer stuck to it.

"Ona of the most amusing critic'sms I
ever received appeared recently in New
York in a famous dtmireligious periodical
with literary aspirations, it reads as s:

'A dime novel except for pric", typog-ra- pl

y, and save tl.o mark religion! A
irlomnh of crudeness and vulgarity.

"I could buttclaim. 'Et tu. Brute!"
"I w as once a subscriber for this periodi-

cal, and shall I confess It? wrote for It

"Honst criticism is simply the exprec-slo- n

of the personality of the critic, his
own definition of Lis tastes, capacities and
powers. 'Ijjje pctsonal equation of the au-
thor is the secret of nil power in his book.
It is nonsense for him to object to this
bias in his critic.

"Any criticism is well founded that is
built rquarely and honestly on the per-
sonal point of view of tho critic. Lucky
is the writer about whose work critics vio-
lently disagree."

Herman Knickerbocker VIele says:
"I hate small pntience with a writer

who scorns a glance at his reviews. They
rsaj be no more mirrors than the plates
of irlftss betwepn the m?stnmpr anrl tlin
ware exro-e- d for sale, but still they

sene to show one often It one's literary
hat is on straight."

S. P. McLean Green writes:
"I do not" rely upon book reiews. The

whole matter Is a doubtful equation. I do
rot subscribe for rolens of my books
and 1 see only thosei that come to me by
chance. Doubtless some of them are writ-
ten by the most discerning of minds and
with a strict regard for tho truth as it ap-
pears to the individual critic. Doubtless,
some of them are shallow or blase.! hv ih
mood of tho cntlo. Surely it Is better thatan author should not pay great regard to
them.

"His work is a work of patience, steady
and persistent, however much Joy he may
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find in it The toil itself is all thit can
lead him higher, to correct hi faults, as
far a he may; above all to follow in Ills
work his truest Ideals without rcsard to
praise or blame, to speak In a way ever
more clrar. direct from the heart--

David Graham Phillips defends newspa-
per reviewers:

"The newspaper reviewer seems less
burdened, as a rulo. by the thought of hsduty to be profound and to express hit.
self In professional argot Ke seems to
striie after alertness and directness rathor
than after 'weight' and 'authority.' How-
ever, of late ponderosity and tho u of
the arinlcial flowers and fruit of'tj le' are almost as much frowned on in
the magazine as in the newspaper.

"And If the author has been unable to
compel the critics to sjmpathv, I cannot
Eee how he has any right to complain thstthy refuse to look at his work from Ids
point of view.

"Probably no man Is gTeat enough to
like blame, even If deserved, better than
praise, even if undiscrimlnatins. But It
seems to me that any man who hnins to
earn to worK wen must first learn to

prefer to praise the criticism which picks
him to pieces In order that he nuj put
himself together the better."

Of the poetry by YV D. Howells, written..,. - iiH,, .
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An Ideal Xmas Present

TOttOBrtOWg

A,

Just the thing for father, mother, brother, sister, relative or friend some-

thing that fits any library or any purse. "The Globe-Wernic- ke "Elastic"
Bookcase encourages.good reading and the collecting of good books, ft's
the corner stone of a good library and'a higher education. The original
and only perfect sectional bookcase made and sold at the lowest price.
Call and examine our stock now while the assortment is complete.

BUXJON & SKINNER STATIONERY CO., A
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ST. LOUIS. FOURTH AND OLIVE.

early In that distinguished novelist's ca-
reer, a 'writer in the Booklover has this
to say:

"These lyrics are mostly of a philosoph-
ical character, but always trulv poetical
becnuse they are al.viys expressive of
emotion, sometimes of a purely sentiment-
al emotion, but mainly of a sort of emo-
tion which two or threo ears ago In a
little essay on modern ait I called 'the
emotion of the intellect.'

"A brooding melancholy, resultant ot
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the ursatislled cravings of a high. Ideal-
istic intelligence, pervades the volume.
("Steps of Various Quills.') But this mel-
ancholy is lit up with a gleam here and
there of vague, undefined faith and trust
in things as they are. In the power behind
suuu ana evil, in the ultimate issue of all.
The poems are intense but sober, often
prompted by spiritual piln. but withal
calm and serene It is true that their tone
seems sometimes overmorbid. but that this
tcne Is the echo of re.il feeling and 1 no
rrero affection."

The Hon aid J e lamb will lie down to-
gether in the pages of the Century Maga-
zine for 1301. fc-- thero Mr. Ernest Thomp- -,

bon Seton will write a series of "Fables
and Woodland Myths." Following this
announcement comes another, saying that
Mr. John Burroughs will, contribute a se-
ries of articles to the rame magazine on
"Current Misconceptions In Natural His-
tory." With a. lively recollection of Mr.
Burroughs's Iconoclastic article in the At-
lantic Montulv I am anticipating a sen-
sation. Perhaps Mr. Ernest Thompson
Sqton Is alo! The Critic

That Edward Everett Hale puts forth a
new volume is now of lmportanco to
many. "We. the People," 19 Its title.

'The Yellow Crajon" and "Barbe of
tho Grtnde Crav oi" names full of
mystery and romance Is It necessary to
remark that the author of the first is E
rntlllps Oppenhelm and of the second
John Ovenham.'

The Christmas numbers of the maga-
zines, English anc" American, as a whole
show, wo think, a shade of Improvement
over last car's in the arfof illustrating
and of "mal Most interesting Is a
comparison of j. few of the London pub-
lications Thi- - Graphic, tho Illustrated
London News, the Illustrated Sporting andDramatic News and Pears Annual with
American periodicals of the same nature.
A peculiar fact is apparent The English
are inclined-surpris- ing fact to rioting In
colors, more so than the Americans. Ourmagazines incline toward "tone," and inthat are superior. But a strength andan appreciation of detail enter into theEnglish illustrating to which we, in fair-
ness must take oil our n.i'. in. .,i.
vances on both sides of the Atlantic have
ueen cnieny in color reproduction.

In the December Review- - of Reviews areoutlined "Some Things a Boy of Seventeen
Ehould JIavo Had nn Opportunity to
Read." H. L. Elmendorf ot the Buffalo
Public Library supplied the article. Among
his suggestions arc: Robert Louis Steven-
son's essay on "Gentlemen": a collection
of songs and simple poetry by various au-
thors, "The Land of Song," edited by
Kathorine Shutc: the traditional nursery
rhymes, a collection edited by Charles
Welsh, "A Book of Nursery Rhyme3";
Hawthorne's "Wonderbook," "Tanglewood
Talcs," or Charles Klngsley's "The He-
roes, or Greek Fairy Tales"; "Norse Sto-
ries Retold," by Hamilton Mable; sir
i nomas aiallory s "Morte d'Arthur," and
Tennyson's "Idylls of the King"; Sydney
Lanier. "The Bojs Kins Arthur"; "The
Bible for Children." arranged by Mrs. Jo
seph B. Gilder; "Robinson Crusoe." "Gul-
liver's Travels," "Swiss Family Robinson"
and "The Pilgrim's Progress"; Conan
Doyle's "White Company," Scotf s "Ivan-hoe- "

and "Quentln Durward."

W. T. Stead contributes an article of"Morlcy's Gladstone" to the Review of Re-
views. It Is of decided literary conse-
quence. The following Illustrates Mr.
Stead's sty le when he gets Into the gist of
liis subject:

"As might have been expected. It la In
the thirdvolume. In tho story of Mr.
Gladstones heroic effort to carry home
rule, that Mr. Morley Is at his best. At
his best because. In these chapters more
than In any other, he lets himself go.

"Ton have Morley stripped to" the buff;
the restrained, austere precision disap-
pears. We have no longer a philosophic

1
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historian weighing out Judgment with a
steel meteard. We have the passionate

describing with a glow of
nnnsual and sustained eloquence tho-e- x-
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plolt ot his Illustrious chief. In these
chapters, notably In the tragic tale of.Mr.
Parnell's catastrophe, Mr. Morley rises to
heights untouched before.

'Tt la a new Morley that we meet In
these pages; a Morley glowing with the
fervor of his earlier manhood, a Morley
who Is still hot with the press and throng-o-

battle, who chants as an exultant war-son- g

the story of the prowess of his chief.
There Is a splendid swing; in the move-
ment of this stirring theme. In those times
of sturm und drang, Mn Morley was 'the
chief stay of Mr. Gladstone. He was with
him In the moments of high exultation
and of deep depression. He was a friend
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If You're In DoubUBuy Books
Christmas useful, acceptable, univer-

sally appropriate. serious question "what give" nearly
always solved giving a books is complete

books, books, a collection will invite contemplative
purchaser. is now at fullest. You'll repaid if
choosing early. you'll prices always as as elsewhere, '

a great lower. we mention a books'ior
Boys, we everything in

possibly

New Books for Girls.
Helen Grant's School Days, Amanda
A Utile LouL, Amanda Douglas.

Silver Linings, Khodes.

Tbe Gravelys, Author Eeautifif

When Grandmamma Sfarion Harland.
The Girl Rough Hlders, Ingraham.

Daughter Rich, Walker.
Lllzabetli's String, Forbes.
The Golden Rod Esther Singleton.

Elsie Loved Ones,, Book.
Thistledown, Mrs. Jameson.
The Little Colonel Boarding Anna Tel-lo-

Johnston.
Wings Fetters, Florence KIngsley.

Anna's, Marian
SETS FOR

Kathles Stories, Amanda
Margaret Montford Itichards.

Stories. and New. Coates.
Jolly Good Times, Smith.
Quinnebasset Series, May.
Little IJrudy Sophia May.

Dimple Sophia

Rambillicus Book, Tales Children,
Dougall.

Jest Nuts, Brldgeman, Guess Guess
Again.

Baby Editor Nicholas.
Tho Children's Annual, Croaland.

Book

First

Addition. &
-- i -liksrrs. mgmm&M SkS 4.,.c

trusty council foiled neithee
weary, who, when friends

from veteran leaves au-
tumn, clave greater

brother."'
Kate Douglas 'Wlgsln

have repeated "Penelope" success
"Rebecca Sunnybrook Farm."'

WIggln's i marked
pathos, witness "The Birds'

Christmas Carol," touch humor
humor greasea
world revolves,

supposed frivolous people,
surface, work

laugh
outlet, suc-

cessful plays humor
their predominant Critic.

biography.
Besides those named there

"My Memoirs."
egoist give book personal

title, quarrel
egoism, latter

quality makes entertaini-
ng-. Critic

Winston Churchill
averse publication
books before their isuo book form,
certain historical nov-
el appear Collier-

- Weekly, begin-
ning December number. They

entitled Borderland,"
famous Indian

campaign under George Itogers Clark.
describes Moultrie

Charleston, introduces
characters Daniel Boone An-

drew Jackson. complete novel
brought early January Mac-rr.ill- an

Company under "Ths
Crossing."

PMtraril PnrrHf
Pface Unrefotmed House

mons," published Macmillan Com-
pany, states

research necessary writing
these volumes British Irish affairs

been American

BOOK

Boole Department
This Distinction.

commodious; easily
accessible Grand-Lead-er.

concern spe-cl- al
balcony main de-

partment. apart
store, interfered
crowds, easily reached.
There stairway leading bal-
cony Washington avenue en-
trance Broadway entrance

compelled
entire section.

thousands volumes dis-
played, Karni

corner accessible.
divisions made different
classes books. nece33ary.

wade through
historical work, necessary,

volumes poems, history,
books boys, girls chil-

dren. Each cla.9ification nicely made
nLainlv- - visible Dricea
displayed, re-

quired salesperson learn
anything.

section number
books shown, among them

"Mother Goose Newly Feathered."
suggestive character

book. better
young manly than

works Alger, Optic. Verne, Otis.
Castleman others. calen-
dars beautiful shown
complete variety.

Elizabeth Cherry "Waltz,
weeks maklna
success literature. Glad-

den" stories among; most
enjoyed Cen-

tury Magazine's serials. Waltz
humor, knew

story. Gladden" rtoriej
written light

iour-nai- lst

country Mrs. Waits,
literary editor Louis-

ville
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New&Books for Boys.
In Defense or the Flag, by B. S. Brooks.
The Bale Marked Circle X, by Eggleston. A

The Last of tile Flatboats, by Eggleston. V
The Spy of i'orktown, by W. O. Stoddard.
Ahead of the Army, by W. O. Stoddard.
The Giant of Three Wars, byBarnes. J

Foa Scamps, by Rowlands.
Defending the Bank, by Edward VanZHe.
The Treasure of Shag Rock, A Story of AdTenture,
by Robert Lloyd.
On Special Assignment by S. I Clorer.
With the Allies to Pekln, by G. A. Henry.
Through Three Campaigns, by G. A. Henty. ,
Weatherby's Inning, A Story of College Life, "by
Ralph Bnlbonr.
The Mutineers, by Eustace Williams.
The New Boy at Dale, by Charles E. Rich.

SETS FOR BOYS.
Old Glory. Series, by Udward Stratrocyer. i
The Blue and Grey on Land, by Oliver Optic .
The Blue and Gray Navy Series, by OpUc. ,
The Boat Club Series, by Optic.
Sea Tales, by Cooper.
Leather Stocking Tales, by Cooper. . if
Boy Pioneer Series, by Edward Ellis.
Boy Trapper Series,-b- y Castleman.
Frank Nelson Series, by Castleman.
Go Ahead Series, by Castleman.
Log Cabin Series, by Edward Ellis.
The Pony Express Series', by CasUeman.
Silver ledal Series, by Trowbridge.
Tide Mill Series, by Trowbridge. '

Illustrated Books for Children.
The Island of Tew, by Frank Banxn,

author of Father Gooae.
Wteard of O by Frank Banm. -- .

Walter Crane's Picture Book. ''

The Surprising Adventures of the Man In the Moon.
Bound Volumes of St Nicholas for 1903.

cmrm
Sixth, Seventh, Olive. and Locust.

Grand-Leade- r's

Enchanted

Book Dept.

First Floor,

New Addition.
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